Coalition parties have to reconcile two competing logics: They need to demonstrate unity to govern together, but also have to emphasize their own profile to succeed in elections. We argue that the electoral cycle explains whether unity or differentiation prevails. While differentiation dominates at the beginning and the end of the legislative term in close proximity to elections, compromise dominates the middle of the term when coalition governments focus on enacting a common policy agenda. To test our theoretical claims, we draw on an innovative quantitative text analysis of more than 21,000 press releases published by coalition parties from 2000 until 2010.
Decision of Bundestag on Civil Union in November
The spokesmen for legal policy Volker Beck (Greens) and Alfred Hartenbach (SPD) declare:
The coalition strives to adopt the bill on Civil Union still in November. The final debate in the Bundestag is scheduled for 10 November. With the introduction of the Civil Union, we aim to reduce discrimination of same-sex couples. Gay and lesbian couples will for the first time get a sold legal framework for their relationships by introducing the Civil Union as a new legal instrument in German family law.
The red-green coalition therefore fulfills another important reform promise. The Civil Union creates more justice. Homosexual partners were so far treated as strangers by German law even if they have lived together and cared for another for decades. We will abolish this injustice now.
We currently still negotiate with the rapporteurs of the other party groups. Additional comments received in consultations of experts are moreover being integrated into the bill. The final debate will be held in the Committee for Legal affairs on 8th of November.
The bill will be divided into two parts for the second and third reading in the Bundestag. One bill for which the consent of the Bundesrat is required and one bill that can be approved without its approval. Both bills will be put to vote on the 10th of November in the Bundestag in second and third reading.
The bill that does not require the consent of the Bundesrat contains the regulations about the Civil Union as a new legal instrument as well as all its implications for family and inheritance law. A smaller number of legal implications will be regulated by the bill that requires Bundesrat consent. We ask the CDU/CSU and FDP not to block these legal implications of the Civil Union bill, but to engage in serious discussions to create reasonable solutions for same-sex couples.
Press Release issued by the CDU/CSU No: 1218193 Date: 26.08.2008 Klaeden welcomes disclosure of nuclear programme of North Korea Following the disclosure of the nuclear programme of North Korea today and the subsequent abolition of US sanctions by US President Bush, the spokesman for foreign policy, Eckart von Klaeden, declares:
The disclosure of the nuclear programme of North Korea was due for six months, but it is nevertheless a step in the right direction towards full deconstruction of its nuclear programme. It has to be emphasized that US President Bush has immeadiately reacted to this signal by abolishing US sanctions against North Korea and by being ready to remove North Korea from the list of terror states.
The leadership in Pyongyang has gone a first important step on the long way of returning to the international community of states. This success would have not been possible without the common efforts by the US and China.
The succesful termination of the second North Korea crisis is a lasting achievement of the outgoing Bush administration and shows that the US are are willing to engage in multilateral actions if these are promising and effective. We encourage China to continue this common American-Chinese success by clearly adopting positions and taking actions agains Teheran. It would thereby be possible that the progress in East Asia would have positive implications for the conflict about the nuclear programme of Iran. 
